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Unit Six: The Age of Modern Conflict, 

1914-1945
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The Great War began in August 1914.  Most people believed that war would 
be over by Christmas, however, a military stalemate, featuring trench war-

fare, made the war last much longer and take the lives of millions of soldiers 
and civilians.  In the war’s wake, four empires fell.  One, a revolution, overthrew 
the Czar of Russia and eventually established the Bolsheviks in power.
 The Versailles Peace Treaty signed between the victors and the vanquished 
left a legacy of nationalist dissatisfaction and hatred.  Out of the economic, so-
cial and political turmoil of the 1920’s and 1930s emerged authoritarian move-
ments that swept to power in many European countries.  In Italy, Mussolini’s  
fascists seized power in 1922;  in Germany, Hitler’s National Socialist Party 
grew in strength through the early years of the Great Depression.  In the So-
viet Union, Joseph Stalin became head of the Communist Party, purging rivals 
within the party and launching a series of reform that would see the USSR grow 
in strength and vitality throughout the depressionary 30’s.  Britain and France 
looked on alarmed but were too caught up in their own domestic challenges to become in-
volved.  
 After coming to power in 1933, Hitler rearmed Germany and disdainfully violated the 
Treaty of Versailles by reoccupying the Rhineland in 1936 and forging a union with Austria.  

That same year Mussolini and Hitler supported a right-wing national-
ist uprising in Spain against the democratic Spanish Republic.  Soon 
Hitler would use the court of world opinion to gain control of the new-
ly born Czechoslovakia and eventually spur war when he initiated his 
long planned invasion of Poland.  World War II in Europe had begun.
 By wars’ end, seventeen million people would be killed in fight-
ing, and another twenty million would die as civilians, including more 
than six million Jews, systematically exterminated by the Nazis during 
the Holocaust.  Nineteen forty five would see the end of this period 
of crazed and maniacal anxiety only to usher in a new and potentially 
more dangerous period from 1945 to 1989, a period in which nuclear 
arms made the threat of a new war even more horrible.

The Age of Modern Conlict, 1914-1945
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Class 1: The War to End all Wars, Well, almost
Purpose: Was war inevitable in 1914?
Reading:
 The First World War, 
   McKay (6) 891-899, (7) 887-987, (8) 887-895
Tasks:
1. What were the goals of Bismarck’s alliance system?
2. Were the Balkans a “tinderbox”? Support or Refute.
3. In the section Reflections on the Origins of the 
War, what  are the ideas presented by the authors? 
4. Take brief notes on the progress of the war.

Class 2: The Total War, or Bringing the 
War Home
Purpose: Should you abandon a principle to ulti-
mately save it?
Reading:
 The Home Front, 
   McKay (6) 904-908, (7) 900-904, (8) 900-904
Tasks:
1. Did Western European countries develop socialist 
economies during World War I?
2. The war changes the traditional social structure 
of Europe.  Support or refute.

Class 3 & 4: The Russian Revolution, or 
Peace, bread and land -- almost.
Purpose: Could the October Revolution have suc-
ceeded without the pragmatism of Lenin and ideol-
ogy of Trotsky?
Reading:
 The Russian Revolution, 
   McKay (6) 908-916, (7) 904-910, (8) 904-910
Tasks:
1. What were the expectations of people for the provi-
sional government?  How did the government respond?
2. Lenin won control of Russia because he was able 
to adapt to situations.  Support or refute.

Class 5: The Peace to End all Wars, al-
most, or an uneasy nap for peace.
Purpose: Was the Treaty of Versailles the peace to 
end all wars?
Readings:
 The Peace Settlement, 
  McKay, (6) 916-921, (7) 912-914, (8) 912-914  
Tasks:
1. Was the Berlin Revolution a socialist or demo-
cratic revolution?
2. In what ways did the treaty follow and not follow 
the ideals of Woodrow Wilson?

Europe Comes Undone

One night in December 1916, Rasputin was invit-
ed by Prince Felix Felixovich Yussupov to visit his 

palace. The pretext was the opportunity for Rasputin 
to meet Felix’s wife, Irina, who was a niece of the Czar. 
Rasputin wanted to meet Irina and was flattered by 
Felix’s attention. Felix always portrayed his murder of 
Rasputin as a political act to save Russia. (1)
 Rasputin was offered pastries and wine which he ini-
tially refused. This threw the Prince into a panic. He 
told the other conspirators (who were waiting in an-
other room), “...that animal is not eating or drinking.” 
When Felix returned, Rasputin had opened the wine 
and began to drink. After drinking a couple of glasses, 
he showed no signs of having been poisoned. After a 
while, he may have started feeling something because 
he asked for tea. He stood, walked around the room, 
then asked Felix to play the guitar and sing. For two 
hours this “nightmare” continued.
 When Felix checked in with is co-conspirators next, 
he was pale. He said that Rasputin had eaten and drank 
the poisoned food and nothing had happened.  He  re-
turned to his guests, the only signs of the poison affect-
ing him was that he was burping and had some excessive 
salivation. Felix decided to end it. He took a revolver 
and while Rasputin was looking at a fancy cross, shot 
him in the back. [Felix returned to the conspirators.]

 Felix wanted to see Rasputin again, so 
he went and took another look. The body 
was still warm. He lifted the body by the 
shirt and shook it and dropped it again to 
the floor. He then noticed that the left eye 
started to open, then the right eye. Sudden-
ly Rasputin leapt from the floor with a wild 
cry and attacked Felix. Felix struggled for a 
moment and broke free. 
 The prince ran, calling for the revolver again. When 
they returned, Rasputin was crawling up the stairs. He 
made it out and began to run through the snow. Pur-
ishkevich shot Rasputin in the back. Then again in the 
head. Rasputin fell, holding his head.
 They took the body back into the house and discov-
ered that Rasputin was still alive. He wheezed with each 
breath and was able to look at them through one eye. 
The body was wrapped in a cloth and taken by car to the 
Neva river and dumped in.
 When the body was retrieved two days later from the 
river, it appeared as if the Rasputin had tried to claw is 
way out from the ice. He died from drowning after be-
ing unsuccessfully poisoned, shot three times and beat-
en. He was buried in secret to avoid desecration. Thus 
ended Grigory Yefrimovich Rasputin. (2)
(1)http://www.alexanderpalace.com/2006rasputin/index.html
(2)http://www.damninteresting.com/the-death-of-grigory-rasputin

The Demise of Grigory
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A PHOTOGRAPHIC Review of the 1920’s

First Row left to right: 
The German movie Cabi-
net of Dr. Caligari (1919); 
German woman burning 
money  for heat during 
the hyper-inflation period 
(1923); poster advertising 
the Paris Olympics; post-
er of popular American 
Josephine Baker at the 
Folies Bergere; 
Second Row left to right: 
last vestiges of class dis-
tinction outside a cricket 
field in Eton, England; an 
unemployed Briton seeks 
work (1930); Marlene Di-
etrich appearing in Blue 
Angel (1930). 

Class 6: The Age of Anxiety, or to heck 
with tradition
Purpose: Did this Age of Anxiety restructure West-
ern thought?
Readings:
 Uncertainty in Modern Thought, 
  McKay, (6) 927, (7) 921-924, (8) 921-923
Assigned Reading:
 Modern Philosophy, 
  McKay, (6) 928-930, (7) 924-925, (8) 923-925
 Revival of Christianity, The New Physics, 
  McKay, (6) 930-932, (7) 925-928, (8) 925-927
 Freudian Psychology, Twentieth Century Literature,  
  McKay, (6) 932-935, (7) 928-930, (8) 927-930
Tasks:
1. Why is this time period referred to as the Age of Anxiety?
2. For assigned reading, take notes on the major ideas 
and  trends.  Touch upon the terms in the section below.
 
Terms, phrases and concepts:
-Modern Philosophy: •Frederick Nietzche, •Ludwig 
Wittgenstein, •Jean Paul Satre, •Albert Camus, 
•systematic philosophy, •logical empiricism, •exis-
tentialism
-Revival of Christianity, The New Physics: •S. Ki-
erkegaard, •Graham Green, •C.S. Lewis, •Aldous 
Huxley, •Marie Curie, •Max Plank, •Albert Einstein

-Freudian Psychology, 20thC Literature: •stream of 
consciousness, •id, •ego, •superego, •Virginia Woolf, 
•James Joyce, •Oswald Spengler, •Franz Kafka

Class 7: 20th Century Art
Purpose: How does 20th century art differ from 
previous art periods studied in this class?

Class 8 & 9: Responses to Economic Uncer-
tainty, or I’m very, very sad, and oh so poor.
Purpose: Does the Depression shatter faith in 
Smith’s Capitalism?
Readings:
 The Economic Consequences of the Peace, John  
   Maynard Keyes, Reader XV pp. 527-530
 The Search for Peace and Stability, 
  McKay (6) 940-942, (7) 937-942, (8) 937-942
 The Great Depression, 1929-1939, 
  McKay (6) 944-952, (7) 942-948, (8) 942-948 
Tasks:
1. How would John Maynard Keyes have revised 
the economic clauses of the Versailles Treaty?
2. Compare Scandinavian responses to the Depres-
sion to that of England or France.

Extended Assignment: Bring in a brief description and a 
picture or statistics describing German  hyperinflation. 
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Class 10: The Rise of Totalitarianism or 
Ours, Ours, Ours and I get the say
Purpose: How does totalitarianism differ from 17th 
and 18th century authoritarian rulers?
Readings:
   Authoritarian States
   McKay (6) 957-960, (7) 954-957, (8) 954-957
Tasks: 
1. What are the reasons in the text given for the rise of 
totalitarian states?

Class 11 & 12: The Rise of Totalitarian 
Regimes I, or The Man of Steel.
Purpose: Did Stalin become the Soviet Union?
Readings:
   Stalin’s Soviet Union, 
   McKay (6) 960-965, (7) 957-963, (8) 957-963
Tasks: 
1. Take notes on the assigned section.
2. By the 1930’s, Josef Stalin became the Soviet 
Union. Support or Refute. 

Totalitarianism: on the Right and the Left
Terms, phrases and concepts: 
•Trotsky •kulaks, •collectivization, •Central Committee

Class 13: The Rise of Totalitarian Regimes 
II, or Il leader and el leader
Purpose: Were Mussolini and Franco totalitarian 
rulers or totalitarian lite?
Reading:
   Born of a Need for Action, Benito Mussolini, 
  Reader XV, pp. 531-533
   Mussolini and Fascism in Italy, 
  McKay (6) 968-970, (7) 964-966, (8) 964-966
Tasks:
1. What does Mussolini mean by describing the fascist 
state as “an organized, centralized and authoritative 
democracy?”
2.  Find a brief summary of Franco and the Civil War 
in Spain. Write an one paragraph summary.
Terms, phrases and concepts: 
•black shirts, •Lateran Agreement, •General Fran-
cisco Franco, •loyalists (Spain), •Falange Party, 

After eight years of turbulent preparation, the last world exhibi-
tion to take place in Paris opened on May 25th 1937, under the 
shadow of the growing power of European dictatorships, whose 
pompous architecture was on display there. In particular, the con-
frontation of the pavilion of Nazi Germany (left) with that of the 
Soviet Union (right) – both characterized by a stiff monumental-
ism – were in direct opposition to the aim of the exhibition, which 
was to encourage peaceful co-existence and co-operation among 
nations. Other buildings, such as the Pavilion of Flight with its dy-
namic planes, presented a modern concept of architecture which 
contrasted sharply with the gesticulating of the two dictatorships.
http://www.expo2000.de/expo2000/geschichte

Paris World Exposition 1937
In the shadow of the war

The Spanish Pavilion 
...remembered because of one exhib-
it - Pablo Picasso’s Guernica. Picasso 
created a large wall 
painting in memo-
ry of the German air 
force attack on the 
Basque town - and 
created an anguished 
symbol of the horrors 
of 20th century war-
fare. The Spanish Pa-
vilion was located one 
exhibition away from the Nazi Pavilion. 
(See “A” on the center photo below)

A
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Noel Monks was a correspondent covering the civil war in Spain for the “London 
Daily Express.” He was the first reporter to arrive on the scene after the bomb-
ing.   We join his story as ... Monk and his fellow reporters drive on, traveling near 
Guernica where they can hear what they think may be the sounds of bombs. They 
continue to the city of Balboa, where after filing his report to London, Monk joins 
his colleagues for dinner. His story continues as his dinner is interrupted by the 
news from Guernica:

Guernica Rehearsal for War
The Condor Legion in action over Spain, 1937

Top: The destroyed centre of Guernica 
shortly after German and Italian fighter 
planes levelled the historic Basque town 
with splinter and incendiary bombs, 
1937. Bottom: the same location nearly 
70 years later. (Top: Gernikazarra. Bot-
tom: Jasper Julien/Associated Press)

 “...a Government official, tears streaming down his face, burst into the dismal 
dining-room crying: ‘Guernica is destroyed. The Germans bombed and bombed 
and bombed.’ The time was about 9:30 p.m. Captain Roberts banged a huge fist on 
the table and said: ‘Bloody swine.’ Five minutes later I was in one of Mendiguren’s 
limousines speeding towards Guernica. We were still a good ten miles away when 
I saw the reflection of Guernica’s flames in the sky. As we drew nearer, on both 
sides of the road, men, women and children were sitting, dazed. I saw a priest 
in one group. I stopped the car and went up to him. ‘What happened, Father?’ 
I asked. His face was blackened, his clothes in tatters. He couldn’t talk. He just 
pointed to the flames, still about four miles away, then whispered: ‘Aviones. . . 
bombas’. . . mucho, mucho.’
 ...I was the first correspondent to reach Guernica, and was immediately pressed 
into service by some Basque soldiers collecting charred bodies that the flames had 
passed over. Some of the soldiers were sobbing like children. There were flames 
and smoke and grit, and the smell of burning human flesh was nauseating. Houses 
were collapsing into the inferno.
 In the Plaza, surrounded almost by a wall of fire, were about a hundred refu-
gees. They were wailing and weeping and rocking to and fro. One middle-aged 
man spoke English. He told me: ‘At four, before the-market closed, many aero-
planes came. They dropped bombs. Some came low and shot bullets into the 
streets. Father Aroriategui was wonderful. He prayed with the people in the Plaza 
while the bombs fell.’..
 ...The only things left standing were a church, a sacred Tree, symbol of the 
Basque people, and, just outside the town, a small munitions factory. There hadn’t 
been a single anti-aircraft gun in the town. It had been mainly a fire raid.
 ...A sight that haunted me for weeks was the charred bodies of several women 
and children huddled together in what had been the cellar of a house. It had been 
a refugio.”

“The Bombing of Guernica, 1937,” EyeWitness to History, www.eyewitnesstohistory.com (2005).
Guernica      Picasso
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Class 14: The Rise of Totalitarian Regimes III, or Der Leader. 
Purpose: Is Pastor Niemoller’s poem a lesson for history class and for history today?
Reading:
 Mein Kampf, Adolph Hitler, Reader XV, pp. 534-538
   Hitler and Nazism in Germany, 
  McKay (6) 970-974, (7) 966-971, (8) 966-971
Tasks:
1. Take brief notes on the rise of the Nazi State.
2. State the fundamental goals of education in the Nazi state.
Terms, phrases and concepts: 
•brown shirts, •Fuhrer, •lebensraum, •Reichstag, •Article 48 of the Weimar constitution

Many Jews in ghettos across eastern Europe tried to organize resis-
tance against the Germans and to arm themselves with smuggled 

and homemade weapons.  Between 1941 and 1943, underground resis-
tance movements formed in about 100 Jewish groups. The most famous 
attempt by Jews to resist the Germans in armed fighting occurred in the 
Warsaw ghetto.
 In the summer of 1942, about 300,000 Jews were deported from Warsaw 
to Treblinka. When reports of mass murder in the killing center leaked back 
to the Warsaw ghetto, a surviving group of mostly young people formed an 

organization called the Z.O.B. (for the 
Polish name, Zydowska Organizacja 
Bojowa, which means Jewish Fighting 
Organization). The Z.O.B., led by 23-
year-old Mordecai Anielewicz, issued 
a proclamation calling for the Jewish 
people to resist going to the railroad 
cars. In January 1943, Warsaw ghetto 
fighters fired upon German troops as 
they tried to round up another group 
of ghetto inhabitants for deportation. 

Fighters used a small supply of weapons that had been smuggled into the 
ghetto. After a few days, the troops retreated. This small victory inspired 
the ghetto fighters to prepare for future resistance.
 On April 19, 1943, the Warsaw ghetto uprising began after German troops and police entered the ghetto to 
deport its surviving inhabitants. Seven hundred and fifty fighters fought the heavily armed and well-trained Ger-
mans. The ghetto fighters were able to hold out for nearly a month, but on May 16, 1943, the revolt ended. The 
Germans had slowly crushed the resistance. Of the more than 56,000 Jews captured, about 7,000 were shot, and 
the remainder were deported to killing centers or concentration camps.

Map of the Warsaw Ghetto showing Gesio-
wka Prison, Pawiak Prison, the hiding place 
of the Ringleblum archive, the Great Syna-
gogue, the Korczak Orphanage, and the 
Jewish Cemetery.

The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, 1943

“The Warsaw Ghetto Uprising.” United States Holocaust Memorial Museum. Web. 30 Aug. 2009. <http://www.ushmm.org/outreach/wgupris.htm>.

In 1516, Venice’s ruling council, debated whether Jews should be allowed to 
remain in the city. They decided to let the Jews remain, but their residence 

would be confined to Ghetto Nuova, a small, dirty island; it became the world’s 
first ghetto. The word “ghetto” is from the Italian getto meaning “casting” or 
Venetian geto meaning “foundry.”
 Further restrictions were placed on Jews living in the ghetto. They were only 
allowed to leave during the day and were locked inside at night. Once they left 
the ghetto they still had to wear distinguishing clothing, such as a yellow circle 
or scarf. Jews were only permitted to work at pawn shops, act as money lenders, 
work the Hebrew printing press, trade in textiles or practice medicine. Detailed 
banking laws kept their interest rates low and made life difficult for many of the 
poor pawnbrokers and moneylenders.

The Ventian Ghetto
Ghetto Nuova

“Venice.” Jewish Virtual Library - Homepage. American-Israel Coop Enter-
prise. <http://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/jsource/vjw/Venice.html>.

Is this the correct order? C
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Class 15 & 16: The Drive to War 
Purpose: Was Neville Chamberlain’s “peace with 
honor” really “peace with guilt”?
Readings:
  Nazi Expansion and the Second World War, 
  McKay (6) 975-979, (7) 971-975, (8) 971-975
  Treaty of Non-Aggression Between Germany and the  
   Soviet Union, Reader XV, pp. 538-540
Tasks:
1. In light of the experience of Britain from 1914 to 
1938, write a justification of Chamberlain’s appease-
ment Policy for the Times of London.

2. Who do you think derived the most benefit from the 
Non-aggression Treaty? 
3. Find a  summary of the Italian Conflict in Ethiopia 
and write an one paragraph summary.
Terms, phrases and concepts: 
•Haile Selassie, •Anschluss, •Sudentenland, •Danzig, 

Class 17 & 18: World War II, or the Tabloids 
of War
Purpose: Was the Second World War the “climax 
of the ... maladies of the age” as stated in the text-
book?

Editorial Cartoons: The Drive to War

A

B

C

D

Anschluss, Blitzkrieg and the Unthinkable
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Europe rebuilt in the shadow of the Cold War.  The dawn of the nuclear age added to rising tensions 
between the Western Powers and the Soviet Union.  The Soviet Red Army, which had liberated 

Eastern Europe now became an occupying force.  With Soviet backing, the Communists in Eastern 
European states pushed aside other political parties until they held unchallenged authority.  They na-
tionalized industries and undertook massive forced collectivization of agriculture. Germany, devastated 
by total defeat, lay between these two sides. Even with the death of Stalin in 1953, the Soviet Union held 
tight control over its eastern states. The Soviets intervened to crush a revolt in Hungary in 1956 and in 
Czechoslovakia in 1968.  These actions added to the strained relations between East and West.
 In the meantime, Western Europe slowly recovered from the ordeal of total war.  In Britain, the La-
bour government laid the foundation for the welfare state while the sun set on its empire.  France and 
Italy were restored to parliamentary rule and became more prosperous by the late 1950’s.  The German 
Federal republic experienced its “economic miracle” in the 1950’s.  In Greece, Spain and Portugal, re-
pressive dictatorships gave way to parliamentary regimes.
 The ends of the Soviet Union and of communism in Eastern Europe in 1989 were arguably the most 
significant occurrences of the post war era.  Soviet leader Gorbachev initialed a 
series of bold economic and political reforms, hoping to maintain communism 
by eliminating its authoritarian nature and by encouraging greater political par-
ticipation and economic prosperity.  When movements for reform burgeoned in 
the countries of the Eastern European bloc, Gorbachev made it clear he would 
reverse the Brezhnev Doctrine and not intervene.  With this, the fate of com-
munism in Eastern Europe was sealed for the current time.  It may prove easier 
to have ended communism than have created stable, prosperous, parliamentary 
regimes.

Cold War Conflicts and Social Transformation
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Readings:
  Nazi Expansion and the Second World War, 
  McKay (6) 979-987, (7) 975-984, (8) 975-984
Tasks:
Read and take brief notes on the six sections of the 
tabloid handout.

Terms, phrases and concepts: 
•Aryan, •blitzkrieg, •Henri Petain, •Vichy France, 
•Himmler, •Grand Alliance

Class 19: DBQ Assessment 

Raoul Wallenberg, a Swedish diplomat assigned 
to Sweden’s embassy in Budapest, led one of the 

most extensive and successful rescue efforts during 
the Holocaust. He worked with the American War 
Refugee Board (WRB) and the World Jewish Congress 
to protect tens of thousands of Hungarian Jews from 
deportation to the Auschwitz-Birkenau killing center. 
Diplomats from other neutral countries also joined the 

rescue effort. Carl Lutz, a Swiss diplo-
mat, issued certificates of emigration, 
placing nearly 50,000 Jews under Swiss 
protection. Italian businessman Gior-
gio Perlasca, posing as a Spanish dip-
lomat, issued forged Spanish visas to 
Jews. At liberation, more than 100,000 
Jews remained in Budapest, mostly be-
cause of these rescue efforts.

http://www.ushmm.org/outreach/bud78050.htm

During the war, Queen Elizabeth’s efforts dur-
ing this time did much to restore respect for the 

monarchy. She was strongly advised to take her young 
daughters to Canada, but she refused to go. The queen 
reportedly said: “The princesses cannot go without me. 
I cannot go without the king. And the king will never 
leave.” Instead the girls were sent to Windsor Castle, 
and the king and queen remained at Buckingham Pal-
ace where, practicing daily in the palace gardens, she 
learned to shoot a revolver.
 When Buckingham Palace was bombed during the 
Blitz, the royal couple escaped death by a 30-yard 
margin. Surveying the damage, the queen met the 
challenge head-on, saying, “I’m almost glad we’ve been 

http://www.vision.org/visionmedia/article.aspx?id=556
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bombed. Now we can look [London’s] East End in the 
face.” Determined to do her duty and convey optimism, 
the queen visited bombsites day after day, offering com-
fort and encouragement. 
Her warmth and charm were 
captured in newsreels as she 
visited hospitals and slums, 
and her calls for unity were 
so successful that Adolf Hit-
ler called her “the most dan-
gerous woman in Europe.”
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Europe in 1924

Europe  September 1939 to May 1941

Europe in 1942

Germany in 1945

Europe in 1948

http://pagesperso-orange.fr/houot.alain/Hist/xix/xix.html


